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EU-OSHA introduction



EU-OSHA, established in 1996, Bilbao



Basic structure: Tripartite system

• 60 employees from 17 EU countries
• EU-OSHA is a tripartite organisation with p g

representatives from:
►Governments, 
►Employers organisations and 
►Trade unions

• Governing Board
►3 x 27 EU Member States
►3 European Commmission



Strategy of the Agency

Id tif f t d h lth i l t d t th• Identify safety and health issues related to the 
Changing World of Work
►The Board Focal Points Staff others►The Board, Focal Points, Staff, others

• Coordinate research into new and emerging risks
Th E Ri k Ob U i►The European Risk Observatory Unit

• Identify practical approaches to dealing with OSH y p pp g
issues
►Working Environment Information Unit

• Disseminate the information
►Communication and Promotion Unit

More information about EU-OSHA: 
http://osha.europa.eu/en/abouthttp://osha.europa.eu/en/about



Healthy Workplaces Campaign on Risk 
Assessment (2008-09)Assessment (2008 09)



http://osha.europa.eu/en/campaigns/hw2008/



Why a campaign on RA?

There is a need to improve the implementation and the 
quality of RA (EU Commission COM 2004/62):

• The tasks RA, documentation and supervision are not 
universally spread

• RA is often considered a ‘one off’ action and is not sustained• RA is often considered a one-off  action and is not sustained.
• In the course of conducting superficial RA the focus is put on 

identifying obvious and immediate risks
• Psychosocial risks and work organisation factors are rarely 

considered in RA.
• The efficiency of the measures taken is not sufficiently• The efficiency of the measures taken is not sufficiently 

supervised.



Network-based campaigning

• 25 million SMEs – 205 million workers 
►Beyond Agency capabilities to reach them all y g y

• Agency’s Focal Points
►One in each EU Member State (27) 

• Tripartite network
►Employers, workers, governments
►On EU and national level

• Campaign partners scheme p g p
►ECTA – 3rd group of official campaign partners



http://osha.europa.eu/en/campaigns/hw2008/partners



Road transport. Preventing risks to drivers.Road transport. Preventing risks to drivers. 
Agency activities



High risks in transport sector (Physical work factors)

1. Exposure to whole body vibrations and prolonged sitting 
(combined exposure)
► C l ti ith d l t b k bl► Correlation with development back problems
► Ergonomic design of seat and cabin!

2. Manual handling during loading and unloading2. Manual handling during loading and unloading
3. Exposure to loud noise

► Correlation with fatigue and negative cognitive aspects
4. Inhalation of vapours and fumes

► Exhaust fumes at terminals & stops, loading and unloading, 
washing & preparing vehicle chemicals for on-board filling upwashing & preparing vehicle, chemicals for on-board, filling up 
the vehicle, road dust

► Combination with smoking increase the risk for respiration 
problemsproblems

5. Handling dangerous substances
► During loading and unloadingg g g



Exposure to risks – Work organisation

Trends: 
1. Increasing work load and work pressureg p

► Just-in-time management, traffic problems
2. Monotonous jobs > average working population
3. Learning opportunities < average working 

population
4. Change of job content

► Knowlegde on EU road codes, languages
► Increasing use of technology
► ! Need for proper training and education



Health outcomes (1)

Occupational accidents
• Frequency rate is higher in comparison with other q y g p

sectors
• Group at risk: males from age group 25-45 years
• Frequent accidents: 

►Slipping, falling from height, sprains due to (un)loading
►Road transport: traffic accidents



Health outcomes (2)

Work-related health problems
• ! High number of MSDs (back, neck and shoulder g ( ,

problems)
►Correlation with age

• Other :
►Stress-related health problems
►A b t l t d di►Asbestos related diseases
►Noice induced hearing loss
►Fatigue►Fatigue



Road transport – Agency activities

• Database of links to good practice resources 
• Passenger vehicle case studies report : preventing g p p g

risks to drivers 
• Heavy Goods Vehicles case studies report: protection 

of heavy goods vehicle drivers
• Communicating and working with the sector: collecting 

examples of programmes to promote OSH in the 
sector
L i f id t d i j i ll ti t• Learning from accidents and injuries: collecting reports 
of road transport occupational accidents and injuries 
which show what went wrong and whywhich show what went wrong and why



Transport of Dangerous Goods



Interactive risk assessment tool (IRAT)Interactive risk assessment tool (IRAT)



Interactive Risk Assessment tool (IRAT) - Goal

• To contribute to the “development of simple tools to p p
facilitate RA” (Community Strategy 2007-2012)

• To develop and promote with social partners a 
practical RA tool in order to help companies in 
general and SMEs in particular to put in place the RA 
process;

• To contribute to demystify the RA process;
T id t l hi h ill t t th h• To provide a tool which illustrates, through a 
stepwise approach, the RA process



IRAT - Target Audience

• SME(s). This tool could be used mainly for those 
SMEs wanting to carry out a RA or complete/review 
their RA;

• Our intermediaries (social partners, OSH 
i i )practitioners, ….)

• Anyone who would like to have a more practical 
i h t t RAoverview on how to carry out a RA 

(“pedagogic/training” dimension of the tool).



Checklist, overview of topics and progress



A certain question can filter out (hide) subsequent questions ...



... or activate subsequent questions;
this view shows all questions within the topic



This view shows one question at a time, plus 
explanation, image, hyperlinks, progress bar



Room for legal references and a box for additional 
comments in case of special risks



Parked questions





Questions and answers are shown in a report, which 
also indicates problem areas



Automatic Action plan, includes hazards, actions, 
sorting on priority, updateable status



Next steps

• “Internationalise” the tool (adapt the TNO tool to 
support multilingualism) 

• Translate (into English) and adapt the IRAT intended 
to SMEs

• Translate the SMEs IRAT into other EU languages 
(depending on the expressions of interest from FOPs 

th ti l i tit ti )or other natinal institutions)
• Develop the sectorials IRAT (in close partnership 

with the social partners from the sector)with the social partners from the sector)



http://hw.osha.europa.eu
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